
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In re:  Rickie Guthrie, et al. v. Kurt Prenzler, in his official capacity as Treasurer of 
Madison County, et al., Case No. 13-AR-108

A settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit against Kurt Prenzler, in his 
official capacity as Treasurer of Madison County, Illinois and Mark von Nida, in his official 
capacity as Circuit Clerk of Madison County, Illinois.  The lawsuit alleges that Defendants 
charged a fee for mailing of service of process in small claims cases filed in Madison County, 
Illinois in accordance with the Clerks of Court Act where fees and costs should have been 
assessed pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 284, thereby resulting in fees of $8.00 per summons 
that should not have been charged for mailing small claims summons when requested by 
Plaintiffs in Madison County for the time period of five (5) years prior to March 12, 2013 to the 
present time.  The Defendants deny the allegations in the lawsuit, assert the imposition of fees 
and costs are permitted pursuant to the Clerks of Court Act and Madison County Ordinances, and 
no laws have been violated.   To avoid further litigation, the Parties have reached a class action 
settlement, which was preliminarily approved by the circuit court of Madison County, Illinois.

What Does the Settlement Provide?

Under the terms of the settlement, all persons in Illinois who from March 12, 2008, 
through the present who were charged a fee for service of summons by mail in small claims 
cases filed in Madison County, Illinois, in the amount of $10.00, or who were taxed and paid 
costs in connection with a judgment against a party in a small claims case during the same time 
frame, are members of the class entitled to relief under this proposed settlement.  The settlement 
provides that a Settlement Fund in the amount of $6,632.00 shall be created by the Defendants, 
and that from the Settlement Fund $1,989.60 shall be paid to Class Counsel herein for attorney’s 
fees and costs.  The remaining portion of the Settlement Fund will be available for refunds to the 
Class Members who make timely claims in the amount of up to $8.00.  In the event claims 
against the Settlement Fund exceed $4642.20, then claims shall be satisfied on a pro rata basis.  

What Are Your Options?

If you don’t want to be legally bound by the settlement and want to preserve any 
purported claim you may have against Kurt Prenzler, in his official capacity as Treasurer of 
Madison County, and Mark Von Nida, in his official capacity as Circuit Clerk of Madison 
County, Illinois, you must exclude yourself (“opt-out”) by January 17, 2017.   The Court will 
exclude anyone from the class if they so request by the aforementioned deadline.  If you exclude 
yourself, you will not be bound by the settlement and may be able to institute litigation over the 
claims raised in this lawsuit.  Any request to be excluded or opt out of this settlement must be 
filed with the Clerk of Court, and served upon counsel for Plaintiff and Defendant no later than 
January 17, 2017.  Any person that does not timely file a request to be excluded or opt out shall 
be bound by this settlement.



If you are a Class Member, you may object to any part of the settlement you don’t like, 
and the court will consider your views.  You must submit an objection in writing and must 
provide evidence of your membership in the Class.  Written objections must be filed with the 
Clerk of the Court, and served upon counsel for Plaintiff and Defendant no later than January 17, 
2017.  

The Court will hold a final fairness hearing on February 21, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Madison County Courthouse in Edwardsville, Illinois.  At this hearing, the Court will consider 
whether the settlement tis fair, reasonable, and adequate, and whether to approve the Settlement 
Fund and attorney’s fees and expenses referenced above.  You may attend the hearing, and you 
may hire your own lawyer, but you are not required to do so.  Any and all objections to this 
settlement will be heard at that time, along with any and all other motions then on file.  Any 
objector must be present, either in person or through counsel, at the hearing, otherwise the court 
may, in its discretion, treat the objection as abandoned and waived.  The Court will only hear 
persons who have made prior written requests to speak at the hearing.  After the hearing, the 
Court will decide whether to approve the settlement.  

☐ Opt out.  I do not want to be legally bound by the settlement and want to preserve any 
purported claim I may have against Kurt Prenzler, in his official capacity as Treasurer of 
Madison County, and Mark Von Nida, in his official capacity as Circuit Clerk of Madison 
County, Illinois.

☐ I requested the Madison County Circuit Clerk to serve process on a small claims case 
during the Class Period, including on (if known) Case No._________.  I wish to be included as 
part of the class action settlement.

NAME ADDRESS

PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS

DATE SIGNATURE
Contact Information

Class Counsel:

Peter J. Maag
22 West Lorena Avenue
Wood River, IL  62095
Telephone:  (618) 216-5291

Counsel for Kurt Prenzler, in his official 
capacity as Treasurer of Madison County, 
Illinois and Mark von Nida, in his official 
capacity as Circuit Clerk for Madison County, 
Illinois.

Philip J. Lading
101 West Vandalia, Suite 300
Edwardsville, IL 62025
Telephone:  (618) 659-9861

Return to:  Madison County Circuit Clerk attn. Dina Burch, 155 North Main Street, Room 
118, Edwardsville, IL 62025


